Ethiopia, Country Programme

Promoting access to natural resources
Context
Ethiopia is a land of contrasts and extremes, and its people are seeking a way out
of hunger and poverty. The country and people also pride themselves on having
preserved their independence in the age of colonialism. With a population of 96
million and as the second largest country on the African continent, Ethiopia has
repeatedly come to public attention owing to extreme droughts and famines. The
country is one of the poorest in the world according to UN statistics, which place
Ethiopia 174th among 187 countries. Half of the population live below the poverty
line, yet for some years now Ethiopia has been growing at an annual rate of over
10 per cent. Some 80 per cent of the population are rural dwellers, living mostly
from grain cultivation for their own consumption and from cattle farming. The
country is rich in resources, fertile soil, water, knowledge and strong cultural roots.
But the country›s wealth and control over its resources are becoming increasingly
concentrated in the hands of a small, privileged minority, and a life in dignity would
seem almost unattainable for the vast majority of the population.
Ethiopia has been a federal republic since 1993, comprising a vast number of ethnic
groups that vary considerably in size. Government bodies regulate and influence
many aspects of life. The room for manoeuvre for non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) is defined by the Government. Still, many NGOs are playing an important
role fighting poverty and exclusion.

Objectives, priorities, activities
Under its 2016-2019 country programme, HEKS/EPER is working to support people
in rural areas and their access to vital resources such as water, land, seeds as well
as knowledge about the sustainable management of these resources. HEKS/EPER
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works with local partner organizations, which are responsible for its projects.
HEKS/EPER supports them by furnishing the requisite financing for the implementation of their projects. HEKS provides support and advice on methods and
content so as to ensure that funds are used as effectively as possibility, thereby
helping to strengthen partner organizations. HEKS/EPER follows the help for
self-help approach – whereby people are empowered to deal with their own
problems in the future without outside help. Smallholder families and the youth
in the project areas are being assisted in accessing markets for their products and
in generating income. Local water committees are to be enabled to organize their
water supplies independently and secure them for the future. Nomadic families
too are to be assisted in preserving their time-honoured tradition of sustainably
managing land and water resources and enjoy enhanced capacities for dealing
with conflicts .
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Target groups
HEKS/EPER collaborates with local partner organizations and supports them in
working with target groups. Projects primarily target smallholder families in the
Oromia region and the Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples› Region.
The aim is to improve their living conditions and foster their chances of a life in
dignity. Beneficiaries also include grassroots organizations and self-help groups.
They are an important component of Ethiopian civil society and should be in a
position to take independent decisions regarding their development.

Partnerships, networks, alliances, memberships
HEKS collaborates with independent non-governmental and specialized organizations with many years of experience in ecological agriculture, protection of
the biodiversity, protection of soils and water as well as sustainable water supply
systems. The HEKS/EPER partner organizations operate as a network and are
active in local, national and continent-wide organizations devoted to the sharing
of knowledge and experience. HEKS/EPER is a member of Act Alliance and coordinates its project and programme work in Ethiopia with the other members, such
as «Bread for the World», «Christian Aid», «Lutheran World Federation», «Dan
Church Aid», «Norwegian Church Aid».

HEKS/EPER on the ground
To advise and support partner organizations and their projects, HEKS/EPER
operates a Coordination Office in Addis Ababa staffed by a team of committed
local experts. HEKS/EPER is thus contributing meaningfully to strengthening
its partners and promoting the sharing of knowledge and experiences among
partner organizations.

Topics and working approach
HEKS/EPER is committed to civil society at the local, regional and national levels.
The work of HEKS/EPER is guided by the principle of help for self-help. P artners
and people are encouraged through the projects to know their rights. One
important principle of cooperation is the inclusion of all segments of society and
the active participation of all stakeholders in decision-making processes.
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